not difficult to answer this question: it is impossible to re-
establish Germany's unity on a democratic and peaceful
basis without the active participation of the democratic
forces of the German people. Therefore, at the London
meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers, the Soviet
delegation made the proposal to proceed to the organiza-
tion of an all-German government in compliance with the
decision of the Potsdam conference. It is1 perfectly obvious
that had this proposal been accepted, the re-establishment of
^Germany's unity would have been placed on a firm foun-
dation. However, the representatives of the United States,
Great Britain and France rejected the Soviet proposal to
set up a provisional central German government.
Our delegation made another proposal as a first step
towards the formation of a central German government. It
proposed that, at the least, the decision of the Potsdam
conference should be carried out regarding the creation of
central German departments for finance, transport, com-
munications, foreign trade and industry, as well as for
agriculture and food. The formation of such economic
departments for the whole of Germany would indisputably
constitute a practical step towards the re-establishment of
Germany's economic and political unity.
Lastly, the Soviet delegation proposed that ai German
advisory council be set up in Berlin, composed of represent-
atives of the Lands and of the democratic parties of the
whole of Germany, as well as of representatives of the free
trade unions and other major anti-Nazi organizations*
This would also constitute a practical -contribution towards
the re-establisliment of Germany's unity, and would open
new prospects for the German people.
The proposals of the Soviet Union concerning an all-
German government, German economic departments amd
a German advisory council in Berlin indicated an effective
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